
 



 

Mr. Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America

James L. Merriner

the tale of Dan Rostenkowski’s upward thrust and fall presents one of many keys to how Mr.
Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America strength is sought, won, exercised, and
allotted in modern America, argues political journalist James L. Merriner.A literal son of the
Chicago political machine, Rostenkowski used to be put in in politics via his father, Alderman
Joseph P. Rostenkowski, and through Mr. Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America his
mentor, Mayor Richard I. Daley. In his thirty-six 12 months congressional career, he served 9
presidents, forming shut friendships with a lot of them. His legislative masterpiece was once the
1986 tax reform law. 8 years later, he was once indicted on federal fees for misusing tax money
and crusade funds.In his dealings with the fellow who tumbled dramatically from his excessive
place as chair of the robust residence methods and capacity Committee right down to a mobile
in a federal felony in Wisconsin, Merriner reveals Rostenkowski candid, straightforward, and
authentic— "except Mr. Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America whilst it got here to his
personal finances."Rostenkowski isn't a fancy guy short of psychoanalysis at the a part of his
biographer, and Merriner doesn't bask in a Mr. Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's
America lot of that. Purely, simply, and openly, Rostenkowski sought after power. He sought
after wealth. He bought both, and Merriner exhibits us how.Merriner sees mythic traits in
Rostenkowski, characterizing him because the "tall daring slugger" of Carl Sandburg’s 1916
poem approximately Chicago. Noting that this grasp flesh presser climbed to wonderful peaks
simply to fall difficult and fast, Merriner issues out that "Rostenkowski’s existence ascended
from energy within the political technological know-how feel to tragedy within the classical
sense." The Justice division and the voters sacrificed Rostenkowski as an embodiment of the
excesses of huge government. just like the Greek refrain of tragedy, significant media said the
scandal to the masses.Yet Merriner doesn't pressure to make his topic healthy a classical mold.
He Mr. Chairman: Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America tells as a substitute the "story of a
superb guy who used to be additionally a bit man, a statesman and a crook, an emotional man,
an American original." This was once additionally a guy unbeaten by means of his troubles, a
guy who emerged from criminal unabashed.This illustrated biography isn't approved by means
of Rostenkowski, who declined Merriner’s interview requests after June 1995. His assets are
the general public record, earlier interviews with Rostenkowski and with many different
resources ahead of and after 1995, and his personal political acumen won from many years at
the political scene.
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